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The Democratic Party of Garland County 
aired its concerns about a House bill to repeal 
and replace the Affordable Care Act during 
a public rally Saturday at its headquarters 
building.

The “Healthcare Not Wealthcare” rally 
sought to both shed light on the bill passed by 
the House earlier this month, and to call upon 
U.S. Rep. Bruce Westerman, R-District 4, to 
preserve as much of the ACA as possible.

The rally drew dozens of local Democrats to 
listen to health professionals, residents who are 
positively affected by the Affordable Care Act, 
and a community activist speak on the topic.

“We have a lot of individuals in the com-
munity who are extremely concerned, that are 
fearful,” county Chairman Hayden Shamel said 

PEARCY — National Park College will 
introduce a “last dollar promise scholar-
ship” to cover all college tuition and fees 
for students who complete programs at 
National Park Technology Center during 
their junior and senior years in high 
school.

The announcement was made Thurs-
day at Lake Hamilton Wolf Arena in 
Pearcy. Lake Hamilton School District Su-
perintendent Steve Anderson welcomed 
visitors from the college and technology 
center to the campus. Also present were 
upcoming Hot Springs School District 
superintendent Stephanie Nehus and 
Mountain Pine School District Superin-
tendent B.J. Applegate.

“This program that National Park is 
going to unveil this morning is a great 
opportunity for not only the kids at Lake 
Hamilton, but for kids throughout Gar-
land County,” Anderson said.

The NPC Promise will be awarded 
to eligible students beginning in the fall 
semester. The scholarship will cover the 
cost of any tuition and fees after other 
scholarships and aid are applied for stu-
dents who successfully complete NPTC 
programs.

NPTC is a secondary area career and 
technology center with enrollment com-

prised of juniors and seniors from all sev-
en public high schools in Garland County 
and from Caddo Hills High School in 
Montgomery County. The center’s cur-
rent two-year programs are Advertising 
and Graphic Design, Automotive Service 
Technology, Criminal Justice, Machine 
Tool Technology, Health Science Tech-
nology, Mobile Applications, Pre-Engi-
neering and Wood Technology.

“We send kids out there to learn real 
life skills,” Anderson said. “When they 
finish, as completers, they are in a really 
good position to take that to the next 
level, out into the real world as they con-
tinue their training into the workplace or 
to advanced training and education.”

Attendance to NPTC is offered for 
free to participating students. Participat-
ing schools agree to a rate of compensa-
tion to the college.

Anderson commended the college for 
its effort to assist local students and their 
families in paying for college. He said the 
college maintains a long-term, positive 
relationship with local schools.

“We only expect that to continue and 
we want to do things to give families 
and students in Garland County a great 
opportunity to continue their education 
after high school,” Anderson said.

NPTC Director Mike Wiles declared, 
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NPC ‘promises’ full ride to NPTC completers
JAY BELL

The Sentinel-Record
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COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP: Lake Hamilton School District Superintendent Steve Anderson, left, and National 
Park College President John Hogan both spoke Thursday at Lake Hamilton Wolf Arena during an announcement of 
the NPC Promise scholarship program, which will allow any student who completes a two-year program at NPTC to 
attend NPC for free.

‘Twin Peaks’ 
star joins 
lineup 
at Spa-Con

STEVEN MROSS
The Sentinel-Record

Laura Palmer is alive and well and coming to 
Hot Springs in September.

Actress Sheryl Lee, who is known for her 
performance as the high school 
student whose mysterious death 
fueled the cult television series 
“Twin Peaks,” will be a spe-
cial celebrity guest at Spa-Con, 
the multigenre celebration of 
comics and science fiction that 
will be held at the Hot Springs 
Convention Center Sept. 22-24.

Coincidentally, the third 
season of a reboot of the “Twin Peaks” series 
debuts tonight on the Showtime cable network.

“We are simply delighted that Sheryl Lee 
has joined the lineup of celebrity guests who 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the 11th in a series 
of articles spotlighting alumni of local high 
schools, colleges and universities as they 
prepare for this month’s commencement 
ceremonies.

Graduates of Lakeside High School 
continue to utilize their high school 
foundations to earn distinction in their 

careers across the country.
Lakeside will recognize the gradu-

ating class of 2017 today at Bank of the 
Ozarks Arena. Commencement is set to 
begin at 3 p.m.

One Lakeside graduate applied the 
lessons she learned to graduate from 
the Missouri School of Journalism and 
become an Emmy Award-winning jour-
nalist in multiple major markets. Sarah 

French graduated from Lakeside in 
2004, was named Miss Missouri 2006 
in college and started her journalism 
career at KOMU in Columbia, Mo., 

Lakeside sends alumni into distinguished careers
JAY BELL
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Trump basks in lavish 
Saudi welcome, escaping 
troubles in Washington

JULIE PACE AND
JONATHAN LEMIRE

The Associated Press
RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — President 

Donald Trump basked in Saudi Arabia’s 
lavish royal welcome Saturday as he left 
behind, at least temporarily, the snowball-
ing controversies dogging him in Wash-
ington. Trump rewarded his hosts with a 
$110 billion arms package aimed at bolster-
ing Saudi security and a slew of business 
agreements.

“That was a tremendous day, tremen-
dous investments in the United States,” 
Trump said during a meeting with Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Nayef.

The visit to the kingdom’s capital 
kicked off Trump’s first foreign trip as 
president, an ambitious, five-stop swing 
that will take him through the Middle East 
and into Europe. He is the only American 
president to make Saudi Arabia — or 
any Muslim-majority nation — his first 
overseas trip.

Trump arrived in Riyadh besieged by 
the fallout from his firing of FBI Director 
James Comey and more revelations about 
the federal investigations into his elec-
tion campaign’s possible ties to Russia. 
Escaping Washington for the embrace of 
the Saudi royal family appeared to give 

TRUMP, PAGE 12A

TRAILER COLLISION
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Emergency personnel work the scene of a collision involving a trailer Saturday on Westinghouse Road between 
Etta and Joyce streets. The wreck occurred when a trailer being pulled behind a Chevrolet pickup truck came 
loose and collided with a 2016 Buick, Garland County sheriff’s Deputy Joey Pate said. The driver of the Buick was 
transported to a local hospital by LifeNet. The driver of the pickup was cited for failure to maintain control, he said.

County
Dems rally
against
health bill

MAX BRYAN
The Sentinel-Record

The Sentinel-Record/Mara Kuhn

PERSONALLY AFFECTED LeDante Walker, of Hot Springs, right, speaks about how repealing the 
Affordable Care Act will negatively affect him during the “Healthcare Not Wealthcare” rally at the 
county Democratic headquarters building on Saturday as Jackie Harris, of Hot Springs, left, Dr. Michael 
Colgrove and Hayden Shamel, chair of the Garland County Democratic Party, listen.DEMOCRATS, PAGE 4A
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prior to the event.
The bill to repeal and replace 

the ACA, which the House passed 
May 4, would reduce federal defi-
cits by $337 billion by 2026, but 
would also increase the number 
of residents without health in-
surance by 24 million during that 

time, according to the Congressio-
nal Budget Office.

Dr. Randy Hill, who was one of 
the featured speakers at the rally, 
said that with the repeal and re-
placement of the ACA, subsidies 
that allow residents to receive 
coverage from the act would be 
done away with.

When asked whether the sub-
sidies that are already in place 
with the ACA are sufficient for 
residents who are using the act to 
receive coverage, Dr. Mike Col-
grove, who also spoke at the rally, 
acknowledge that the ACA is not 
perfect in that way.

“There is a group of people 
right now that falls through the 
cracks — the ones that don’t qual-
ify for Medicaid, but don’t have 
the take-home income, the dispos-
able income, even with the subsi-
dies, to get a plan that’s workable 
for them,” Colgrove said.

Colgrove said that he believes 
the reason for the state of such 
subsidies is because the U.S. gov-
ernment does not put enough 
money toward health care.

When asked about the rise in 
insurance premiums, Colgrove 
told The Sentinel-Record that it 
is a common misconception that 
the ACA has caused the rise in 
premiums from private insurance 
providers. He said that the passing 
of the ACA did away with some 
of the competition in the insur-
ance market, and that because of 
the now-limited number of insur-
ance companies, the ones left can 
charge higher premiums.

Colgrove said that he believes 
that a compromise can be met.

“I don’t think that it has to be 
socialized or for-profit,” he said of 
U.S. health care. “There is a way 
to get everyone what they need.”

Overall, Colgrove said that he 
supports the ACA, but that there 
are things within it that should 
be fixed.

“It certainly feels like throwing 
the baby out with the bath water 
to just go out to a broken system 
that we had before instead of just 
trying to fix what we have now,” 
he said.

LeDante Walker, of Spa Area 
Independent Living Services, said 
the AHCA threatens to take away 
services that allow him to partic-
ipate in life.

“This plan puts me at risk of 
being put in the nursing home,” 
Walker said.

While Walker spoke of health 
care on a personal level, Willie 
Wade Jr., of Difference Makers, 
spoke on the topic in a much 

broader sense. Wade said that, ac-
cording to 2014’s Levi Community 
Health Assessment, some of the 
most pressing concerns in Gar-
land County are mental health, 
obesity and teen pregnancy.

Wade said that the House bill 
ignores such pressing issues.

“We have to make our con-
cerns known,” he told the audi-
ence.

Jackie Harris, also of SAILS, 
made a pointed remark about 
Westerman in her address. She 
said that she had had a conver-
sation with the representative in 
Washington, where she expressed 
concerns that she would not be 
able to afford private health care 
due to working a small business. 
Harris said that Westerman told 
her that maybe she should “quit.”

Ryan Saylor, Westerman’s 
communications director, re-
butted Harris’ statement following 
the rally. He told The Sentinel-Re-
cord that the notion that Wester-
man said such a thing to Harris 
was “false.”

Saylor also rebutted Shamel, 
who said at the rally that the Dem-
ocratic Party of Garland County 
has “repeatedly asked Congress-
man Westerman to hold an open 
town hall with his constituents” 
without his consent to the re-
quest. She also pointed out that 
she was not happy with party 
members being turned away from 
his “Biscuits With Bruce” event 
in Hot Springs Village on May 11.

Saylor explained that “Biscuits 
With Bruce” was a campaign 
event, and that the Democrats 
could have contacted his office 
and requested a meeting time or 
information about his next public 
event. In reference to her claim 
regarding town halls, Saylor spe-
cifically cited an April event in 
Hot Springs Village that was open 
to the public, and said that mem-
bers of the party even attended 
the event.

“He’s happy to hear those con-
cerns, and he appreciates their 
willingness to speak to them,” 
he said. “If they’re going to be 
accurate and factual, they have 
to explain the fact that they have 
attended his town halls; they have 
met with him one-on-one in his 
office. This idea that they have 
not had opportunities to meet 
with him, that they have been 
blocked out — that is an unfair 
categorization.”

Following the rally, par-
ty members made their way to 
Westerman’s office with signs to 
protest. Fliers were also handed 
out at the rally, which urged par-
ticipants to call Westerman in an 
effort to keep him from taking 
further steps away from the ACA.

Shamel told the Democrats 
that their discussion surrounding 

the House bill came down to how 
everyone present there believed 
that health care is an individual 
right for all Americans.

“Health care is something that 
everyone is gonna use,” Colgrove 
told The Sentinel-Record. “When
you get sick, you’re going to re-
ceive health care, you’re going to 
be part of the system. I believe ev-
eryone has to have a stake in this, 
whether that be taxes, be a de-
ductible. I think that the money’s 
there; it’s just a matter of where 
it’s going to come from.”

Shamel told the audience that 
the conversation surrounding 
health care comes down to look-
ing out for one’s fellow man.

“We care about the most vul-
nerable,” Shamel said. “We care 
about people.”
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Sen. Cotton raises national profile in visit to Iowa
THOMAS BEAUMONT

The Associated Press

COUNCIL BLUFFS, Iowa — Arkansas 
Republican Sen. Tom Cotton is walking 
a delicate path by raising his national 
political profile in a visit to Iowa at a time 
of turmoil for Donald Trump’s White 
House.

The 40-year-old freshman senator 
sounded national themes Friday as the 
guest at the Pottawattamie County Re-
publican Party’s annual fundraiser in 

Council Bluffs in conservative western 
Iowa. It was a role thick with presiden-
tial implications despite Trump’s solid 
standing among Iowa Republicans less 
than four months into his term.

“I’m ready for that new beginning,” 
Cotton added, in closing his 20-minute 
speech to more than 100 Iowa GOP loy-
alists and prompting a standing ovation.

However, Cotton offered a simple 
“no” when asked whether he was laying 
the groundwork for a 2020 presidential 

campaign, or hedging his bets should the 
Republican Trump not seek re-election.

“I’m up for re-election in Arkansas” in 
2020, Cotton told The Associated Press 
before the fundraising dinner at an event 
center.

Cotton’s hosts were standing by the 
president, and calling their guest’s ap-
pearance an opportunity for Republican 
activists to meet a potential future leader. 
But the event had all the trappings of an 
early White House exploration.

Despite his unambiguous “no,” Cotton 
offered a broad message, as would-be 
White House prospects often do in Iowa. 
The veteran of wars in Iraq and Afghan-
istan suggested the attacks of Sept. 11, 
2001, were a unifying point for a new 
generation of Americans.

“I’ve spent most of my days since 
9/11 trying to stop another day like that 
from happening,” he told the fundraising 
crowd. “But I also want to revive the spirt 
of the days following.”

On matters swirling around Trump, 
Cotton, also tread carefully.

Having previously said a special coun-
sel was unnecessary, he declined Friday 
to endorse Deputy Attorney General Rod 
Rosenstein’s appointment of former FBI 
Director Bob Mueller to investigate any 
collusion between Trump’s presidential 
campaign and the Russian government’s 
interference in the campaign.

“I can’t evaluate whether it’s a good 
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A DOCTOR’S TAKE: Dr. Randy Hill speaks at the “Healthcare Not 
Wealthcare” rally Saturday at the county Democratic headquarters 
building.
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